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Joan PIGorT, ty . 


H E late Inſtance you have given me, 

_ of your Regard and F rad for a 
icularly, in your kind Advice 

by | „kee of the various N of _ 
, upon my Separation from my Wife ; merits. 

a better on Spank than 1 am able to mae 
you: Scandal and Defamation ia Lot, that every 
Body in my unhappy Situation muſt expect to mect 
with, in 21 Degree ; while on the other band. 


Men, convicted of the moſt atrocious Crimes, will 


have their Advocates ; ſome or other who will en · 


—_— to excuſe. their Perſons, or palliate their 
Guflt. 3 


I am Ges et diffe- 


rently of this Matter, for Reports founded on Con- 
jeQure, muſtconſequently be, far remote from Truth. 


This is | neceſſarily the Situation of myCaſeat * 
ſent. | As 1 have not yet, taken any publick Step, to 


inform the World, of the Particulars of this Affair, 
it was impoſſible for me fully to vindicate my own 


Character without laying open Mrs. 7 $ Infir- 


mities: This I wiſhedo avoid ; 
continue ſilent on the Subject of her Failings, wers 
fuch a Conduct coniſtent an © Juſth- | 


r= dias Was Plate, Mo- 


' 
0 . 
"I - : 
* ** — — 
— — —_— — —„—-—— — — 
- "__ Ss ww —_— © 


ne, I 


— re which laid = under a Neceſlity of borrow- 


Goods, &c. 1 * relate to you fatty &h the 
"th Affair, and then 8 my Caſe to your 
Opinion, and from the high Eſteem J have of yo¹F᷑j 


Jud . and the C —— 1 place in your 
ſhip gives ave o make Phat 4 
you pleaſe u Us Reftion of Hain Falls; 


you are in Town, and will conſequently ** what 
is there ſaid concerning me: wou will, Jam ſure, do 
my Character all the Juſtice ou can, and by ſuch 


Mead ag in pA FIT ON N 


deviſe. 21 
It will not 1 concdiy e.improper (for 
KT 2. gert peg! og Motives or ma 
ot reer ordinary hd 7 
ale 7 Þ 9p Lett ſe, 
let you know, the Circum 1 at 
dy To Time. I was 2 2 Ae g re wa Ig 
APPCAT, ine : | 
Kai RED Nes 
8 from the it ao er 
Law-Suit ON Wk £7 = 790 5 of Pap oy a 
her Couſin 2 d her Aitafacy, 


Wo. ef this Ki 5 e 5 de of my firſt 
Ac Me urs Vit her; from Cheng it will be ob 
vious, that Love « Honour _ no Share | in her 


Her form OT: 5 EY pe air do Blog 
Hos Ts a Biſhop! 8 Jae! called Urny, and 
15 duſe in Strabane, which 4 is a Freehold; over and 

above her Joipture, but made no Proviſion for che 

| ent, of his Debts, for what Reaſon I can't 
1 Fagth Nane an as I have heard it confidently; 
af erted. dy the 2275 where ſhe. hved; : that when-; 

Ever. her band received any Money, it was her 

conſtant Cuſtom to plunder him of a-confiderable 


e Joh for, * 3 . 


11 

but that his Fear of aphitiſing-her of che his e- 
veral Debts, Ala Gt IV” any Proviſion 
for the Payment thereof; infomucti-that ſoon after 
bis Death, ſome of this Creditors ſ6izc by Exe- 
cutians, the Leaſe bf Urny, u Chattle Inte- 


reſt, and had it e che e at 
Onagh.. F 


_ Mes. Pigott, 3 afraid bn 
her Uſc for Life, employed the Reverend Mr. _— 
her Brother. in-law, to attend the Cant, and buy it 
for her; which he accordingly did, for two thou- 
| ſand four hundred Pounds, and gave the Sheriff his 
Bond for that Money, by which ſhe made herſelf, 
or her Brother Cage, liable t her firſt Hosbarld's 
| Creditors, to the Value of Sum, which wag 
vaſtly. more, than her Uſe for Life .could amount 
to; ſhe was attacked likewiſe hy.Relph Babington, 
Efq; her late Husbandꝰs eldeſt Brether, for che Frte- 
hold, and for her Jointure ; ſa that under theſs 
diſtreſſed. Circumſtances (of whick I had no Intima- 
tion) L was unfortunately tricked into a. Marria 
with her, the third of Auguſt, 19405; and the 
vember following, I had ſeven Bills filed aguiniſt =o = 
by Mr. Babington's. Creditors, and in Half à Year? 
after my Marriage, I was attacked (as I i, «ger 
ced by Mrs. Pigott” s Contrivance) nat only all 
Mr. Babington's Creditors; but for perſonal ar 
her on contracting, amounting to eight Hundred 
Poundsandupward:; and had a Writ mark&d-againft 
me (the firft I thank God that ever was) at tile Suit of 
ane Span, for an Hundred Pounds Mrs. rent 
ae nes, e e n 


91 


on 1 was 
Rape Ad fave duft 
her aud her firſt: Hu being near” double be 
SOT :Uſe Jor:h.ifes: im the Chattle Intereſt» _ . 
WE - ay; 


| * n * 
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0 or 3 
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e * 


f 61 
and would you Mee ſhe endeavoured at one 
1 


Iroke to ve me, and my Children, of the on- 
Security for the above-mentioned Sum, by 
tealing out of m Study the Biſhop's Leaſe, &c. 
which juſt before 1 had renewed __ rer Run- 
da] then Biſhop of Derry. | s bus: 2 8 
As to her Jointure, I never yet received a penny 
of it; but have been at great Expence at Law, for a- 
bove.cight Years, in endeavouring to eſtabliſh. it for 
her; and it was not till laſt May, that by an Injuncti- 
on, ene Tollcifion 1 Lime: for the nn. of 
rrears. | l 


Pray e the had 1 died before: 5 was «legal 
fetched of Lands 0 15 7 . — 
longed to Mrs. Fig. 


„ 


Further upon the Hewing in nabe 
— — that d Articles ag 
th Mute were neceſſary to be 

8 pr . — I ſearched for them in my Study, where 
had laid them, bij they were not to be found, and 

Mrs. Pigott when aſked about them, offered to 

give her Oath, or take the r en ſhe e 

We them. 


1 likewiſe eſtabliſhed at Expence her late Hus- 

hand's Will, by which ſhe has her Houſe in Stra · 
Jane, beſide her Jointure, Theſe Services, as L 
imagined, merited ſome Returns of Gratitade; but 
found the Reverſe in every Reſpect. She has, as, 
J underſtand, — Arber. who, is, 
and has been for many Years in Goal, kept there by 
the Means (as tis ſaid) or Procurement of reg 

and her Mother; and Mrs. ' Pigott reſolving 
follow her Siſter's Example, from the lads! 
6 ws N oy no 


tits 


* 


15 robbed, hot only of my 


vt 


| Means or Ways, ſhe could deviſe, vnd to pat 
me into the ſame Situation; and often from the 
| ſweetneſs of her Temper, has declared, ſhe, woul 
e eee Arby: 0.1 


What Progreſs ſhe wade in "her honeſt Reſoluti- 
ons, — yJudge from the following 2 
ces; I never the firſt Week of our 

received any Money, that ſhe did not rob me of a 
Part; and I have catched her often at my Pritches 
Pockets in the Night, to prevent which, at length I 
Judged it expedient before I went to Bed, to 

my Money in my Eſcrutore, which ſtood in a Cloſet, 
within a Bedchamber on the firſt Floor; after ſome 
time 1 found my Eſcrutore alſo robbed, then I re- 
moved . 4 ts n e Fall, onthe Door 
of which 


1 , and Study tage- 
ther, and carried them conſtan me, yet not- 
Ad Preeeteg Found I was ſtill 


Mbyte my valuable 
Papers, Shirts, Cloaths, and other Moveables z and 
1 ſuffered at one Time for want af a Paper the ſtole 
out of my Study, fire hundred and fifty fix Pounds, 


In March 1 746, Sir Lawrence Parſons. went with 
me, to a little Country Houſe of mine, about ſe, 
ven Miles from Dublin, where we had not been 
above a Week, or ten Days, when on 3 | 
Morning, my Coachman by his Miſtreſs's Orglers, 
| to inform me, 4 the Night before, my 
Houſe in Abbey-Street was robbed, and that moſt 
Plate was ſtolen; I thereupon came to Town, 
SS Mrs. Pigott in her Red, in Appearance 
ill, oceaſioned, as ſhe ſaid, by her Concern for 
the d 10. I, and F i K fig 
on the Occaſion Things 


5 dagger — J mer 
nun tor her ſeaning. Iadifpoſicion,. thanfar.my 


8] 
her Coneern ſincere. 
that I coficeived” ne- 
deſſary for the af Flons 1 got the 
Lord Chief Juſth@s? arrant, und was out Ml 
three, four, or five. o' Clock in the Morning, for a 
conſiderable Time, at the Peril of my Life, ſearch- 
Ing Night-Cellars, and all ſuſpectad Places, &. 
m Kimainbam, da the erent of ons bend) 


Au. my Eoderveuw 5 ving freitlels I krete 
the Search, and all T — of ever ſeeing my 
Plate again; and was net a little ſhocked, to find, a 

few Months after, that Mrs: Pigott and her Siſters, 
who I have too much Reaſon to think' were her 
Confederates in all her Di „Save out that T 
robbed myſelf, and upon ny obſerving how abſurd 


con Loſs, as 1 
Hereupon Pride 


fuch a Rumour was, 1 184 in the Coumtry at 


the Time the Robhery was committed, Mrs. Pigott 
infiſted, it was Art in me to be-rebbed''ar thitt 
Time, and that L hd appointed People cu . 


Hove whilſt n Tena 70k e 
1 9 7 = 


'To this lar aut abel — was 1 obliged | 
Par bd In the End when I found Nirs. 
igott — upon the Ruin of me and my Chil- 
dren, that no kind Uſage or Obligations that I ſtu- 
ied heap on her, could have any Effect; I ret 
moved with the Privity and Advice of Counſellor 
Harding, all my valuable Papers to- his Houſs; butt 

alas I could not remove my Honſhold 
Linen, and ſuch Things; they {till remained a hoes 
andlaſt Chriftmarwhen' was in the Contitry 
with me the Keys of my Ficrutore — 1 10 
| I ASS a new Sis, 
wor unf an old Family's | 
ner! Shi Mes ir 3 them C 
# fte tod — 

= — 1050 55 tlie Sartarente fe 


—4 ol en ow - 
9 5 Wr 7 That 


| 191 
e e Soglt e ben ee wil no 
„had pr ſtrong Oak Box,. my fiſt 
 Wiſe's molt valudale hings, ſuch 45 Laces, Trim 
ming, &c: fon the uſe of ber Children, the Key 
of which. Box, I kept in ohe of the ſmall Drawers 
.of my Eſcrutore, and in the ſame Drawer; was a 
Liſt of the Things in the Bom 4 few Days after 4 
miſſed iny Shirt and Ring, 
tand Mrs. Pigott came with them) in order to give 
them ſuch Things of their Mother's as they ſhould 
jullge then fit for them, dut of the Box: But 
to my great ize the Box was robbed; ant the 
moſt valuabie Thiſigs were taken away, as was the 


CLiiſt out of the Drawer: I Vas under the utmoſt Con- 


ſtornation and Difficulty tiow to act ur what ti deviſe, 


where „ baer from 


Plunder, when an unexpect . 
that brought. about — — 1 
Servant, who acted. as Butler, when was in Town, 


Man it ſeems had beerz für a Tm tuo befort, 
married to Mrs. + 1 s Maid, of which I was 
quite ignorant; and Mrs. Pigs — 
before „concei ted great Prejudice agait 


manly, 8 and 
means, ſhe 


having uſed all the harſh 


ſuppbſe, was, theteat offended ;, which, added to 
her Miſtreſsis Behaviour to berſelf (ſor ſhe ge ⸗ 


I aubt wen Bogle my or informing mr 

that her Miſtreſs i ſhe ws ſure, ſtele * 
Things, Llaſt, for that ſhe had falſe Keys; for 
my Study and Elcrutere. 1; aſked;what Reaſon, the 
had to ſay fog: and-defired-ſhe would be cautious 
how ſhe dare aver uch:a thing ofher Miſtreſo winks 
our 4 prope Faun, Be ann * 


ion a 


A 
* 


J called my Children, 


an-amended.mc, when brwentiftom- Home: This | 


- 2 ——rw_p — - Wo 


Py 

' . _ VL / 
I . : . r 
EF ⁵ ! . ]«⅛ q ⅛˙ 


the; Man, 
and having on many/Occaſions, trsted him inbu- 


could Deviſe, to drive the Fellow out 
of the Houſe 3 her Maid who was his, Wife, a6 1 


 nerally felt the daily weighe of ber Hands) were, 


| ſuſpeRting her Miſtreſs 2 — ſom 


5 dend ſome excuſe to lie alone, gr" that ſhe was 


| tie). 
often her Miſtreſs made her flack down her Fires 
and leave a whole Candle by her, under Pretence 


that ſhe could not Sleep, and would Read, and 


chat ſhe uſed at ſuch Times to put on two Pair of 
my Woollen- Boot- Stockings, and two Bedgowns, 
and uſed to ſend her down to ſee if the Men Ser. 
vants were in Bed and a Sleep, and when ſhe re- 
turned, ſhe uſed to order her to go immediately to 
Bed, which ſhe accordin ly-pretended to do, but that 
ome Scheme in hand, 
The fat up to watch her, and that ſhe dog'd her 
to the Hall, and heard my Cloſet-Door open, 
when I was out of Town, — ſhe knew I had the 
Keys with me. I defired ſhe would put me in 
ſome Method if ſhe could, of catching her in the 
Fact: She deſired, as J was lately come to Town, 
ome hint to her Miſtreſs, that I had 
key in the Countr try, and to pre- 


ſure her Miſtreſs would 
the would eel 


1 did as the defired, and afew | Nights after, hone 
Twelve's Clack, he came to my Bedfide,. waked 
me, and defired me to Watch, for that her 
Miſtreſs was Cloathed as before mentioned, and ſhe 
was then going down, to ſee if the Men were in 
Bed and a Sleep: I watched accordingly, and be- 


a there? to 2 . 


tween One and Two, I heard a Foot, going foftix 


down and | obſerved a light under my Chamber 


Door; in ſtiort, : ſoon after, 1 caught her in my 


Cloſet, and the falſe Keys in the Door, which I 
have ſtill by me, 1 locked her in, and cold her, I 
would keep her tre dil the next Morning; and 
would ſend for ſome of her Friends, and ſhew her 
to them, as ſbe rhen was: She in a. moſt 
Manner beſor toi let her out, and aſſured me, 


ſhe had ſomewhi of Moment to tome. I was 
(STD WE Hr” lay accord · 


[an] 
accordingly prevailed on by her Entreaties, and lerher 
out, when the fell on her Knees, and put her Hands 
about me, and implored. my forgiveneſs and pro- 
miſed moſt fervently (if I would forgive her). 
thorough reformation of Temper and Principle; 
and at the: ſame Time promiſed: to reſtore every 
Thing ſhe took from me. I was thus perſuaded 
to forgive her, and begg'd her not to expoſe her- 
15 to the 2 5 — 1 u_ —_— 
ks ements 1 ſtrictly performed on. my Part, 
. expected a Completion of her pro- 
miſes alſo, and that : ſhe would - reſtore me what 
ſhe had taken from me, ſhe called me a Villain 
for ſuſpecting her, and: ſaid ſhe- was Jealous, and 
_ was * to ſee 10 I had uy Letters. ee 


Here L muſt beg your Parde * a little Digreſ- 
Gon. A very few Months aſter I was married, 
Mrs. Pigott ſollicited me, to lend one Mrs. Davis, 
her. Couſin German, an hundred Pounds z I really 
had not ſo much Money, by me, but as I had ſe- 
verely felt the ſhocks. of her bad Temper Ih, 
indeed beyond . Deſcription 3; and hoping by | 
Acts to mollify. her Conduct to me, 1 ing by. in 
the hundred Pounds, : at Mr. Fade's Bank, for Mrs; 
Davis, and at the ſame Time got Mr. Jabn King, 
then of the Poſt-Office, Brother- in-Law to Mrs. 
Davis, to paſs his Bond of Indemnity as my Secu, 
rity, and they having neglected to diſcharge either 
Principal or Intereſt, at the Bank; a Reds: before 
laſt Chriftmas, Mr. Wilcocks wrote to me about it; 
and very juſtly inſiſted on its being — 
paid: I gave Mrs. Pigott his Letier to read, and 
deſired her to preyail on Mr. Ning, or Mrs. Davis, 
immediately to diſcharge my Bond, for that if I 
was forced ta pay that. Money, I would put Mr. 
King's. Bang in Suit againſt him; but as I was te 
be attackod in. every. og could. bring ſpeedy. 
Ku op 96 un wy Ch „ and the getting me 

inio 


—— AB owe 
r = * 


— —— —ñ— — 3 - 


bebe the goth of laſt 
Account a timely Stop put to her deſign of beggar· 


[12] 


into Goal, with her Brbtlier· in- Law Archer, was 


the favourite Scheme and principal abjett. ſhe, pn 
Siſters ance A ke in "en, he ANG wg $ 


8 that I 4 
ber in my Cloſet, and the Morning after looking 
over my Papers, I miſſed the Bond; I told Mrs, 
Pigott the took it, but ſhe denied it vehemently , 
IInſiſted on her reftoring it, for I ſaid no Body. 
could take it out of a: Tin Caſe in my Eſcrutore, 
but ſne who had a Key to it; and at length ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe would ſearch among her Papers, and if ſhe had 


it, ſhe would give it me: I ordered a Perſon to 


watch her if ſhe went out, and thought if I could 
find out where ſhe had it, I might poſſibly get 
more of my Effects: This happened as b expected, 


for ſhe went out the: back way, down Tur ker s Row, 


and Marlboroughaftreet; to one Fumes Galltyher's, 


who formerly lived with her, and keeps a little Shop 


on the left hand ina. AbboyPreet, turning down to the 


Ferry: Boat. Slip, and brought from thence in her 
boſom Mr. King's: Bond, which ſhe gave me. 
The Day after I ſearched Gallagber s Houſe and 
Shop; but in vain, I found nothing, I told Mrs. 
Gallagher, my cauſe of Suſpicion, and defired het 
1 that Time, to receive none of my Effects. 


© The: Diſcovery « the falſe Keys, was ab. I ſaid 
„there being on that 


ing me and my Children ; for that muſt unavoid- 


ably bave been the Iſſue of het P had ſhe 
not been detected. Tis highly the next 
Step ſhe thought „ Was how to Secure 


what :ſhe had already got, and at the, fame time 
to appropriate to her .bwn.Hands'the great Arrrar 


e #7 due, 5 a befebd obſerved, 


= 4 18 N Le — » #3 bn 12 44 22 


— 


* F 9 


. * kind happened Max whilft- 


> i [ay 1 


* had iced beter l unn legally priced of: Tad 
t thereof, the Arrear af Icintute would 


quently. have deyalyed: on Mrs. Pigots] and 


my, Death at the time-is waniotended would EH 


ually haue ſervecd her Putpofe. It would have 
ſecured, hat ſhe then had 1 would have prevent 
eld the Diſeoveries l have ſince made; and it would 


have given her a right to che Arrear of Jointure, na 


mall inducements, let me tell yon to a covetouy 
Mind, and many -Murders hve deen 8 
ha” e e Ns 3 ber 
. bi t-222k8 iis 70 thro 65.5655 
Fut to ber favourite Scheme: 6 Poiſon 
| (ag — ſet forth in the ſeveral Affidavits) be- 
ing not likely to take Effect, by her Confidant the 
Cook's: declaring, that if an A deident of that 
is in the Houfe, 
the would diſcover. of her, ſtie ngain relapſed into 
her pilferiog Practice, 2 
Plate, Money; Bonds  NStes) de“ before, ſhe 
was humbly: Content, to play at fraall Games; and 
deſeended fo: Low, as: to Real Bames' of Candles 


Pilloys, Bolſters, Quilts, Blankets and the moſt 
trifſing Moveables; and that fame Mrs. Gallagber, 


uſed to carry chem from my Houſe, and now ironly 
remains to let you know, how: T came to the 
EFnowiedge of all this, and recovered What 1 did: 


Thad a Servant who had lived with me between 
five: and ſix Years, his Father was my Tenant and 


died laſt May, my Servant deſixed ſeave to go to 
the: Country d rake Cr of his Father's Farm, 
for without: his Aſſiſtance, his Mother, he fi 
could not: it: I conſented, and laſt 
the Nigbe / before he was to go away, I called fi 
0 me, and told him if be donſidered my Behaviour 
toward him; be muſt be ſenſihie that he was under 
2 to mei; eſpeeially in not ha 


* 


ſent to Priſon, on the Robbery: of e 


ix 111 2 

and the many other Loſſes I had further dhe; 
and told him beſides, as he — 2 ing to commence 
my Tenant, if he expette ould look on him' 
as an honeſt Man, RG deſerve that Character, 
by telling me, all he knew concerning the many 
Things 1 loſt, for as he was much in his Miſtreſs's 
Confidence, I. was cohvinced he could tell ine 
ſomewhat Material if he would; hereupon he ex- 
reſſed great Dread nd Ap xrchenfion from his 
iſtreſs's Temper, of her doing him ſome Injury 
if he would make any Diſcovery; but by Argu- 
ments J at length got the better of his Apprehen- 
fions,” and then he told me, his Miſtreſs ſent for 
him up to her Room, one Morning, and deſired 
him to carry a large parcel of Table Cloaths and 
— to Mary Gallag ber's, which he refuſed, 
re were loſt out of the Houſe, 
i his is Maſter oukd-Chance to hear of it, he might 
perhaps examine Him on Oath, and if be did, he + 
muſt and would the Truth; his Miſtreſs replied; | 
you are right, go and call Mary Gallagher to me, 
which he did; and told me that Mary Gallagher 
came there empty, and went back loaded, and 

that ſne did. the ike very often, and a few Ni hts 

before, his Miſtreſs ſent him for Mary Gallag 

that when he went, Mary Gallagber deſired 
bim to keep her Shop for her till ſhe returned, 
which he did, and ſaw Mary Gallagher bring out 
of my Houſe, two Boxes, like Candle Boxes, and 
a: Bag, and carry them up Stairs, in a Baker's 
facing her own Shop; he likewiſe told me that tbe 
Day after I ſearched Gallagher's *Houſe, Mary 
Gallagher informed Mrs. P:gott of it, and Mrs. 
Pigott, aſked her if ſhe had no Friend whom ſhe' 
could Truſt, in whoſe Lodging ſhe might keep 
ſuch Things as ſhe gave her, ll ſhe could have 
Opportunity of removing them elſewhere, and that 
N Gallagher having an bean with a Wo- 
man 


* 
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mati that 1 on che Firſt· Hoor ud che Baker 7 
ſhe eartied them there; and'the Servant adviſed! 


me do ſearch that Woman's Lodging, and ſaid, 
he verily believed 1 would find · muſt of the I 


F16R; and perhaps my Plate too; but I fixed on” 


ahother Scheme; ich anſwered better. 


I firſt ſent him, in his Miſtreſs's Name, to Mary 
Gallagher, for the Boxes and Things ſhe had of 
her's; Mary Gallagher aſked: him, If he was ſure;\ 
he came from bis Miſtreſs' and not from his Maſ- 
ter, he aſked her, why the ſhould doubt his. 


deing 
fent by his Miſtrels? Did his-Maſter ever ſend him: 


of any Meſſage to her? And was he 2 
Perſon his Miſtreſs ever ſent to her? She no 1 
doubting,” wert over the Way wich him to 


Baker's, and gave him a hair Trunk; two Candle 


Boxes, and a Bagg full, whichchr brought to mes 


I ſent him back again, in his Miſtreſs s Name, to 
deſire the reſt of the yl lings,- Aary: Gallagher ſaid! 
/ to him, Wh Sure her 


Siſter Ball's en See ee the Things 
from me fometime ago; and ſhe knows very well, 1 
have nothing more in my Charge at this Time, thaw 
what I already ſent her. When the Boy returned 
with that Anſwer, I got the Trunk, and Boxes 
into my Study, and: on opening the Trunk, 1 
found to my great Surprize, all my firſt Wife's 
Laces, Trimmings, Equipage, c. which were 
taken out of the Oak Box as before mentioned. 
agg 3 was of the Plate, I had loſt in 
Mrs. Pigott's Han as alſo my Gold Si 

net-Ring, Mrs. Pipers th 4 1 


Settlement, before mentioned, à great Pas 
that were taken out of my 8 


Lee from 


rs of Buſineſs, and Im 
en reached my Hands; there alſo 1 


Agent, and others, which ſhe had 


found the Rev. Mr. John Gage's Bond, for Sixty | 


| Jn and a Truſt declared for * 


arriage Articles, and 


ter Mildred: Gon6: nomber 


Mrs, Pigott to be ſo; the Boes and Raggs 


| Pigott,. who aha — Jeſt ue ſbou'd tbe 


| then ſt! 


£069) 


Pounds, lent: Me HEiHigass 


a; Note of Ten Bounds gf h rn Nh 1 . 


Subſcribing — — everal ot e 


many more Jung too tedious here jr Nor mention; 
all; Which were; Stolen fram me. a 1223 


tained nothing but Candles: IWplk dhe Trunk chat 
Night, to Ceunſellor wp and. . — 
it over, and the next Day on the;Beryant's: 
ao Warram af . 
\ agreed, Wy wt i 11006 ; 30x 
9: the Mate. £9; Mrs., 


nation and mine, I= 
Mary Gallaghtr; and. had ber 


Whilſt ſhe: was in Cnſtody, 


expoſed by Mary; Gallagber's being brought 10,4 
| publich: Trial, that ſne Confeſs d. the Injuſtice ſhe 
dobe me, and ſhe. hound herſelf by an Oath, 


to reſtore me all abe ite, Monty, and Goods, 
the had ever rohbed ne off, if I wauld diſcharge 
Mary Gallagher; Experience having taught me nat 
to rely much ( — to ſay it) n Mrg. Pigets's 
Wordbor Oath, as ta my great Misfortune I have 
hade to much Reaſon to-think ſhe-won'd: Stick: ap 
nothing to gain her Ends; I, acoordivgly;: ated 
Warily which was fortunate for- me, fer I did net 
Seng Mrs. Gallagbær, but admitted her to 
batl. and Mrs. Pigott belieribg ſhe: was quite 
diſcharged, irclapſed immediate into her former 
Temper and. Tricks, and denied eyery. Fhing the . 
— had confeſſedʒ wherenpon I ent t 2 
Ans Houſc, and told ber aa the Commi 8 
Ds. L yy nk inſiſt an: her being brought 
in by her Bail, and told Hor that as MHS. Higat had 
not yet comp hed with the Condition af her: being 
quite: diſcharged, — good: Reaſon: tg:think! ſhe 
vtwer intepidedꝭ it; and that if: fue. did nat: prevel 


N e hut ſhe hack baund 
herſelf 


* 
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4 Day tq Goal. Mary Ga 
rs. Pigott, and 
eg me home the foll 
the new worked ruffle Shirt and fix others, with 
ſeyeral Things not worth mentioning here, tho* to 
me, Inſtances of her e Meanneſs. 


ones PLATE. 
3 Int woffed Cu nt ore, * 
"LTP Cup and e e 
| "is tap ö Eq) 58 38 
bi E 805 ES. Bs 12.577 298-4 
_ air of Sark, | 
BER 7 by e N 2 01 
2 Small Ditto, * der 
wh 11 Ker Peg Fex-Dith EY 
f ne, 2 r ‚ wo 
22 2 Inv ith A. a 
1 oF Pair of Los a 1 
„2 Cult, Ring are W 
2 Pint Cans ; E 
1 Soup-Ladle, : 
we 5 1 Punch Ditto, ; 
= 2 Salts, y 
5 + 4; ner. 
e LIXN EN. 
= 
Li 6 6 Pai of fine Sheets, 


2 2 Pair of coatſe Nitro CONT 
BY „„ A S en 1 
wh 9 Diaper Tp Cine F, 


y Oath to do, Calle mould go nert 

accordingly wrote 
ys after, Mrs. Pipott © 
lows Linhen and Plate, 


1484 
I. was determined at that Time to cohabit with. . 
her no longer, and ſo I told her; and that ſhe or 
her Friends might have no Occaſion of Complaint, 
I ſpoke to ſome of them touching my Intention, 
and particularly to Mrs. Steward her Aunt, and 
told her J was willing, to give her up her Join- 
ture, and her hiouſe in Strabane, and at the ſame. 
Time, gave Mrs. Steward Twenty Guineas, to 
give her, for her immediate Support. Hereu 
her Aunt came to my Houſe, and told her Niece, 
as I ſuppoſe, her Errand: After ſome Time ſpent 
together, Mrs. Steward, for whom I have a great 
Regard, deſired to ſpeak to me; I went upto her, 
and ſhe and her Niece with Tears, Promiſe 
Entreaties, got the better of my Weakneſs, and 
again I was prevailed on to forgive her; I did ſo, 
but was not then apprized of the Diſcovery I have 
ſince made of her Attempt on my Life -as men- 
tion'd in the following Affidavits, to which I re- 
fert ou. 14 „ 


T 

„ „ „Margaret Matthews, a Proteſtant 
3 1 0 

Long 8 . .of the Church of Ireland, as by 
| ; Lau eſtabliſhed, . 


HO being duly Sworn' on the Holy Evan- 
W geliſts depoſeth, That ſhe was hired as a 
Cook by Mrs. Catherine Pigott, Wife to John 
Pigott, Eſq; in April, 1745, whilſt the ſaid Jobn 
Pigott was in England, and that ſhe hath lived with 
her in that Station ever ſince; and that ſhe was 
much in her Confidence, and often thereby put on 
Things diſagreeable to her; ſhe ſwears: her ſaid 
Miſtreſs hath often given her poiſon, with orders, 
to give it to her Maſter's favourite Setters, and 
Pointers; but that thinking. it cruel, ſhe pre- 
tended to have — it, but threw the Poiſon in- 
to the Fire, and that her Miſtreſs finding they did 
n.. 

| an 


a” — — 


and according to this Deponent's Recollection, 
fince ſhe liv'd in the Family, there were poiſoned 
by her Miſtreſs, and her procurement, ſix or ſeven 
Setters and Poynters, and that ſoon after her Miſ- 
treſs came laſt Year from Barrymount, ſhe In- ; 
formed this Deponent, that her Maſter had given | 
Twelve Guineas-for a Dog, and then gave her a 
Doſe of Poiſon, to give ſaid Dog, which ſhe in- 
form'd her Miſtreſs ſhe had given him, tho? 'the : 
Truth is, ſhe thought it ſo Cruel and Wicked, 
that ſhe threw the Poiſon into the Fire, and the 
Dog not dying as her Miſtreſs expected, her Miſ- 
1 treſs then told her, ſhe feared: the Poiſon was 
grown too weak, as ſhe had it by her a long | 
Time, but that ſhe would immediately get freſh : | 
She further Depoſeth that her Miſtreſs's Behaviour | 
and Temper to her Maſter, was on all Occaſions ſo | 
bad, that ſhe took every Occaſien to diſoblige and 
vex him; one Inſtance of which, was her Maſter | 
. being fond of Game- Cocks, he had at Weſpanſ-' 
town, his Country Houſe, in the County of Dub- 
lin, a good many at one Time, in the Barn; and 
that her Miſtreſs ſent her out, at Twelve o'Clock 
at Night, and gave her large Pins, with Orders 
to run one into the Back of the Head of each 
Cock, which ſhe this Deponent thinking cruel : 
omitted doing, but told her Miſtreſs ſhe had o- 
bey' d her orders, with which her Miſtreſs ſeem'd 
well pleaſed ; another Night in Dublin her Maſter ' 
being late out, her Miſtreſs told her ſhe intended 
robbing that Night, her Maſter's Cloſet, and ſaid 
ſhe would Drop one or two of his Shirts into the 
+ Area, before = Houſe, and deſired this Depo- - 
nent, to Cry out early in the Morning, that the 
Houſe was robbed, which ſhe ſaid would deceive 
Mr. Pigott, and make him believe, he was rob- 
bed by Rogues from the Street, but this Depo- 
nent abſolutely refuſed joining or conſenting there - 
to; and leſt her _— ſhould rob the Cloſer, 
Une 1 as 


. 


[ 20 | 
as ſhe propos'd, this Deponent deſired Charles 

Roe her Maſter's Man, to fit up all Night in the 

Hall and watch his Maſter's Cloſet, but did not tell 
him her Reaſons for it: And this deponent further 
ſaith that in ſome Law Affair her Miſttefs, would 
have had her take a falſe Oath, to the Prejudice 
of her Maſter, and his Children, as ſhe this De- 
ponent underſtood, by her Miſtreſs!s Difcourſe, and 
told her ſhe muſt go to Court, if che valued her 
Love and Friendſnip, and ſwear, that a black Spot, 
ſhe once ſhewed her, on her Hip, her Maſter had 
given her; which this Deponent abſolutely refuſed 
to do, and ſaid good God, how can I ſwear that 
my Maſter ſtruck. you, when I never Knew him 
lift his hand againſt you; and beſides you told me 
you got the black Spot, you ſhewed me, by rid- 
ing behind Jobn Dunn the Coachman from We/- 
panſtown, on ont f the Coach Horſes : No Mat- 
ter for that, faid her Miſtreſs, you muſt do what 
I. ſay; which Deponent abſolutely refuſed, and 
told her Miſtreſs he would not take a falſe Oath 
far the Univerſe. This. Deponent further ſaith, 
that ſometime: laſt Spring, when her Maſter was 
buſy about Cocks, her Maſter came home one 
Night, much in Liquor, and went to the little 
Houſe, and puk'd there, and when he was help'd 
to his · Bed-Chamber, which was a two pair of 
Stairs Room ſtreetward, where he and her Miſ- 
treſs then flept, her Miſtreſs aſk'd her, if ſhe had 
any Meat in the Houſe, fit to make Broth of, for 
her Maſter, who was very ſick. Whereupon this 


Deponent ſtar'd at her Miſtreſs, for her pretend- 
ed Care of her Maſter, well knowing ſne had no 
love in her Heart for him, and told her ſhe had 
net Meat in the Houſe fit to make Broth; her 
Miſtreſs therefore bid her go over the Way, to 
Mrs. Careleſs the Butcher, and get fome Mutton, . 
from her for Broth, which this Deponent accord- : 
ingly did, and brought over a Neck of Nunn, 
b 3 Ka 'M 


n! 
and on her entering the Houſe, "the was calld' ap 
Stairs by her Miſtreſs: And this Deponent believ- 
ing her Miſtreſs was in her on Room, two Pair 
of Stairs ſtreetward, ſhe was going up the ſecond 
Flight of Stairs, when her Miſtreſs open'd the 
Chamber- Door, next the Dining- Room, on the 
firſt Floor, and called her into the Room, arid 
' ſhut the Door on her, and bid her immediately 
chop a little Bit of the Mutton, and make a ſmall 
Cann of Broth of it, and drawing from out of her 
Boſom a Paper which ſeem' d to contain a Pow- 
der, offered it to this Deponent, and deſired her 
to put it into the Broth, and fajd The would make 
Mr. Pigott take it: This Depanent apprehending 
it was Poiſon (as ſhe does in her Cenſeience believe 
it was) fell on her Knees, and with uplifted Hands, 
intreated and beſeeched her Miſtreſs, not to urge 
her to do; ſuch a wicked Act, fer ſhe would not 
for the World, be concerned in ſuch an Affair; 
and at the fame Time declared 6H her Conſcience, 
if ſhe did any ſuch wicked Thing, or that any 
violent Death, befel her'Maſterythe- would tell: 
"Whereupon her Miſtreſs call'd her a fool, and faid 
it was only a Powder to compole him, and that it 
would perhaps make him fleep ſix or eight and 
forty Hours, by which he would loſe the Cock- 
ing ; but ſhe this Deponent, obſtinately perſiſting 


iin her refuſal of her Miſtreſs's deſire, and declar- 


ing ſhe would tell, her Miſtreſs turn'd pale and 
trembled, and angrily, and haſtily Taid, what would 

ou expoſe and ruin me; you Wretch, and there- 
God took up a large Bible covered with Ratteen, 
Which always ſtood, in her Miſtreſs's own Bed. 
Chamber, two Pair of Stairs Streetward, and which 
this Deponent verily believes, ſhe hrought down 
to the Workt-room on that Occaſion, and pureng 
her Back to the Door, and taking her by the 
Shoulder, inſiſted on 12 Deponent's ſwearing pon 
* e at 
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that Bible, ſne would never Diſcover what paſt 
that Night bet / een them; which Oath ſhe was 
forced to ſwear, before her Miſtreſs would let her 
out of her Room. And this Deponent further 
faith, ſhe was ſo ſhock'd at all her Miſtreſs's deſigns, 
that ſhe hath: been very uneaſy, and hath often ſince 
mentioned to her Fellow Servants, and others, as 
much of her Miſtreſs's wickedneſs as ſhe could, from 
the Oath of Secrecy mon on her; and this De- 

ponent further ſaith, diſcovery and Affidavit 
is voluntary, and the only Motive ſhe hath for 
ſo doing, is to eaſe her Mind and Conſcience, 

and to prevent any evil that «might hereafter Ner- 
pen by concealing it. | 

Sworn before me this 16th Day 
r September, 1749. 


Ma aret Mattheag, - 
_ W. WESTENR A. 


1 hs certifientag Mergaret Matthews tet 
the Holy Sacrament from my Hands, in the Pariſh 


"her of Stradbally, this 15th Day of October, 
1749, and immediately after declared, by Ver- 
tue thereof, that the Contents of the ove Afi 


davit are ſtrictly true in every Reſpect. 
| 1 aMes Hicolxs Vicar of Stradbally. 


George Duff, 4 ; Proteſtant of the 
die Contr Church of Ireland, as by Low 
_ ©. eſtabliſhed. 


Wo being. duly ſworn on -the- Holy E- 
vangeliſts, Depoſeth that he lived with 


Jobn Pigott, Eſqz.and Catharine his Wife, as 
Footman, between five and ſix Years, and left 
their Service the 20th of June laſt, and that he 

hath read the Affidavit that Margaret Matthews 
made, before Warner Weſtenra, Elq; and believes 


it true. becauſe | knows and rs”: 
mo 
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moſt of the Charges there to be ſo, and very well 
remembers that ſometime laſt Spring when his Maſ- 
ter was buſied about Cocks, he came home one 
Night much in Liquor, and went to the Little- 
Houſe, and puk'd there, and that he this Deponent 
Help'd him up te his Bedchamber, two Pair of Stairs 
Streetward, where he and his Miſtreſs then ſlept, 
undreſſed him, and put him to Bed, and faith, that 
his Maſter was in high good Humour, and joked 
with him, and told this Deponent, whilſt he was 
pulling off his Stockings, that he would render him 
the ſame Service, whenever he was in the. ſame 
Condition: And this Deponent further ſaith, that in 
leſs than half an Hour after, according to this De- 
ponent's Remembrance and Belief, Margaret Mat- 
thews the Cook came down Stairs, crying into the 
back Kitchen, where this Dex then was; this 
Deponent aſked her what was the matter with her, 
and her Miſtreſs, and what it was, hier Miſtreſs 
would have had her ſwear to, fou bat as he this De- 
py a was coming down Stairs-from putting his 

aſter to Bed, he thought he heard his Miſtreſs: in 
the work't Bedchamber, next the Nining-Roam, 
bid her ſaid Maithews kiſs the Boqk. Wha 
ſaid Margaret Matthews told him, her Miſtreſs had, 
to be ſure, forced her to take an Oath, not to tell 
what paſſed between then, but ſo much ſhe would 
venture to tell him, that her Miſtreſs, would have 
had her done that Night, a moſt wicked Thing, 
that would have brought her to the Gallows.. And: 
this Deponent concluded from the Confuſion, and 
Trouble ſaid Matthews appeared in, her Miſtreſs's 


ſwearing her to Secrecy, and believing his Miſtreſs - + - 


capable of any Wickedneſs whatever, it was ſome 

Deſign againſt, or Attempt on his Mafter's Life; 

and thereupon ſaid, O God! © God ! I with we were 

well out of the Houſe, for I much fear that Devil 

of a Waman, will bring us ineo Trouble and Ruin. 

And this Deponent further ſaith; he hath often 
| OP B 4 heard 


[ os 

heard ſaid Mattbetys ſay, ſhe would not tell whilſt 
| the lived in the Houſe, what it was her Miſtreſs 
would have had as Cr but that —— - 
on her going away, if a Clergyman would give 
leave. 0 this De _ further ſaith Sh has 


Reaſon to believe, that the old Servants of the 


Houſe as well as he, never doubted but his Miſtreſs 
had tampered 1 with the Cook to poiſon | his: Maſter, 


Sworn before-r me this I 3th Day of Other, 1749. 
cart Du 


W. WESTENRA. 


1 certifies. that George Duff revived: the 
Holy Sacrament from my Hands, in the - Pariſh 
Church of Stradballj the 15th Day of OZober, 
1749, and immediately after declared by Vertue 


thereof that the Contents of the above Affidavit are 


ſtrictly true in a 
00 1 


Pa Revill, 4 Proteſtant of the 


artieular. 
Loos Vicar 'of Siradbalh. 


dune d cu 


kia. wit, 5 


fabliſted 


Matthews made before Warner Weſtenra, Eſq; one 


of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace of ſaid Coun- 


ty. And that ſhe in her Conſcience, believes it to 
be true, -becauſe ſhe temembers well, ſaid Matthews 
yery often declared, within theſe fix Months, _ 


oy 


Church of Alena, as by Law 


THO being duly ſworn on the Hoh "Ry 
| lis, Depofeth ſhe hath lived with Mrs. Pi- 
| gott, Wife to Jobn Pigott, Eſq; three Years laſt 
Auguſt, in the Quality or Station af her own Maid, 
we hath that whole time liv'd in the ſame Houſe, 
with Margaret Matthews, in great intimacy, and 
that ſhe hath read the Affidavit ſaid Margaret 


_ m_ 
— 4 2 im. < 


— aa ——— - 


All 
* 
1 
* 
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if her Maſter knew how much the hat been h 


further ſaith, ſhe e e n | 
. ſhe would. go to ſome Cleygyman and know, if 
| Oath ſhe was forced by Miſtreſs to tak 


the was in great Favour and Intim with her 
Miſtreſs, that her Miſtreſs was the edeſt Wo+ 
man Dal that her Miſtreſs ee 
3 todo a wicked Thing, which if the 

ad done, might have her to the Gallows, 
or a Stake, or Words to that Effect. But chat as 
her Miſt had forced her to. take an Oath of 
Secrecy, ſhe could not then tell what it was, but de- 
clared The would ſoon quit her Service, and that 
before ſhe left i — ſhe mod eaſe her Mind and Con- 
ſcience, by telling all ſhe knew. And chis Depoz 
nent further res ſhe well remembers-wheneyer 
her Maſter within theſe fix "Months, found fault 
with ſaid Matthews, and ſcolded her, that . 
his Back was turned, ſaid Marrbems uſed to 


Friend, or the great Service. mme Ha done him, he 
would not ſcold her, but think himſelf much obliged 
to her, or Words to that Effect. And this Deponent 


binding; and this Deponent further ſaith, ſhe * 
eee to find out by ſundry Methods, what 
that terrible Affair was, which ſaid Matthews.had 
ſwore to keep Secret, and had often vowed to diſ- 
cover; and that from what this Deponent could erer 


diſcover, from - ſaid -Matthews's Diſcourſe and: 


Threats, ſhe concluded it was ſome Attempt. on the 
Life of her Maſter z and told ö , 


fore ſaid Matthews made this Diſcovery. 19 


Sworn before me this 16th Day of rie, 50 


A Revill, 


W. WESTENRA. 
14% 


— — — 


14 centifie that + Mary Revill, ere the Holy 
| 5 from my Hands in the Pariſh Church'of 


 8tradbally, this 15th Day of OZober, 1 749, and 


that immediately after, ſhe declared by Vertue there- 


of that the Contents of the above Afidavit are 
8 true in every particular. 
9 AMES F1ccis, Vicar of Stradbaly. 


Queen's County 


Church of Ireland, 9 by Low 
eſtabliſbed. 


THO 1. duly fworn en the Holy Evange- 

lifts, depoſeth he hath lived with 7ohn Pi- 

gort Eſq; as his own Servant and Butler, three 

Fears laſt January, and that he knows Margaret 

Adarebews yery Nil und that he hath read the Affi- 
davit, ſhe oy made before Warner We /eftenra Eſq; 

one of his s Juſtices of che Peace for faid 

County, and Ares the Contents to be true; be- 
cauſe he remembers and oftentimes remarked, 

Margaret Matthtws ſaying, that her Miſtreſs Was, 


a wicked Woman, and this at a Time when ſaid, 


Matthews ſeemed to be, the greateſt Favourite with 
her Miſtreſs of any Servant i in the Houſe: And faid 

nent further ſaith, that within theſe ſix Months, 

ach of heard faid Matthews ſay, that her Miſ- 
— had Forced her to ſwear, to conceal a very 
wicked Thing, and often wiſhed, ſhe was well out 
of the Houſe, for ſhe' feared her Miſtreſs would 
bring her to the Gallows or a Stake; or Words to 


that Effect. And this Deponent often heard ſaid 


Matthews ſay, ſhe would conſult a Clergyman, whe- 


ther ſhe ought to regard her Oath, as her Miſtreſs” 


had forced her to take it; and ſo, often ſaid to that 
or the like Effect. That he this Deponent concluded - 


within himſelf, her great Secret could mean ah 
| els, 


_ 


5 355 Row, a Proteftant of the 


[27] 
leſs, than an : Attempt or a Deſign on his Maſter s 
Lite, and this 1 4 verily believes Margaret 
Matthews incapable of taking a falſe Oath, v4 * 
he always looked upon her as a ſober Honeſt Wp 
man; and this Depanent further ſaith, ſaid Mar- 
thewws often informed him, that his Miſtreſs fre- 
quently ſwore, and wiſhed that God might neyer 
receive her Soul, but ſhe would give him a Doſe ; 
and er Matthews directed him this De _ on 
his Peril, never to taſte of any kind 0 Liquor, 
which ſhe” eyer touched, which Remy, this 
Deponent ſtrictly obſerved. 


© $worn before me chis 16th of onde. 175 
Charles Row. 
W. WESTENRA. 


£1 * certifie that Charles Row epd the Hay 
Facrement from my Hand, in the Pariſh Church of 
Stradbally, this 15th of Ofober, 1740, and that im- 
mediately after he declared by Vertue thereof that 
the Contents of the above Affidavit are ftrictly true 


In every reſpect. 
IJAuxs Hicerws Vicar of Stradbally. 7 


| County of the City of - Dubling ; | itt. | 


OHN STO YE and Elizabeth his Wife, both 

' Proteſtants of the Church of IxzL a wv, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, came this Day before me and 
made Oath, on the. Holy Evangeliſts, that laſt 
Spring Margaret Mattberos, Cook to Jobn Pigott, 
Eſq; came one Morning to the Houſe of theſe De: 
ponents, whilſt they were at Breakfaſt, and ſhewing 
ſome ſign of Trouble in her Countenance, was 
aſked * chis Deponent 7 * what was the Matter 


with 


5 [48] Ts 
with her, and if any thing bad had ha eg to TY 
vr words to that E. Effe; Whereu mt Mat- 
" thetvs, ſaid the was greatly ſhocked Nd Diſtreſſed 
at ſomething that her Miftreſs would have had her 
done the Night before, and further ſaid, her Miſtreſs 
was, ſhe believed, the witkedeft Woman in the 
World; but that ſhe could not tell what the Affair 
Was, becauſe her Miſtreſs had forced her to take 
An Gath hor Lt Diſcover it, upon which thele De- 


ponents by the diſcourſ e of ſaid Matthews, 


fv the © "nerched, dy mean no. leſs, 
than ſome 15 on, or 'Defign, againſt the 
Life of John Pigott, her ſaid Maſter, deſired her 


ſaid Matthews t * immediately her Service, or 


that her Miſtreſs would bring her to a Stake or 
| the Gallows, _ | 

' Sworn beter me this 30 Day of e 1749. 
Jobn Stoyte. 
. ae 8. pl fo. 


Self EIT, the ſtrongeſt Principle implant- 
ed in human Nature, obliged me on this Diſcovery 
to part with her, and I do confeſs to you, notwith- 
ſtanding all I had ſuffered from her Temper and 
: Prince, (and ſurely no Man ever ſuffered more) 
I parted however, with Regret and Concern, nor 
is the Shock J endured on that Occaſion to be ex- 
preſſed. by. Words. I never had from the Time 
of my Marriage, till fince I recovered my Plate, 
the leaſt 5 Proſpect of Peace or Happi- 
neſs; but her Conduct and Behaviour, was ſo 
Altered ſince. that Time for the better, that I en- 
joyed a pleaſure and "Satisfa2tion in her, to which 


my Heart had been wholly a Stranger before. 1 


had moreover removed her to the Country, from 
the Society and Councils of wicked 3 
from 


HENRY BURROWS. 


I 0 * * * . 
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to my Children, aſſumed merely to deceive the - 


tion. 


have entreated Mrs. Pigott (who acknowledges 


that Affair into a courſe of En and have 


Oaths Separately, or in whatever 


and as nothing! in Life would give me more plea- 


ſure chan a Manifeſtation of her Innocence, 1 


„ 
from Receivers and Confederates, and ſhe bn ler 
Part had ſwore on the Bible, never more to deprive: , 


me or my Children, of any part of our Property, f 
and to treat me well in every Reſpect: But u 


the above mentioned Diſcover fear and dread ' 


of undergoing . an unnatural / by Poiſon, 


and thereby leaving my dear Children, the Pledges 
of my Love, by a moſt excellent Woman (now an 
Angel in Heaven) to fall perhaps a Sacrifice in like 
manner to her inſatiable Avarice; or at beſt to 


Combat the evils of this Life, from Poverty brought 


on them, by a Deſigning Wicked Stepmother, 
which ſeemed plainly to be the intent of her whole 
Conduct, from the firſt Week of our Marriage, 


notwithſtanding her hypocritical outward Behaviour 


World and Gloſs over her wicked Deſigns; and I 
could give many extraordinary Inftances of her 
little regard for them, were it not that 1 have 
already Wa this far beyond * firſt Inten · 
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"Theſe Chnfiderais I for MO 0 power - 
fully with me, and the Convictions of the Truth 
of the Charge againſt her, operated ſo. ſtrongly 
on my Mind, that it determined me to do what 
I did. I muſt. beg Leave to obſerve to you; 1 


every thing in the Cook's Affidavit to be true; ; 
but er relates to the Broth: and the Powders.) 
in all my Letters to her ſince we 3 to put 


adviſed her to procure ſome ſen proper Friend 
of her own, to examine -- theſe People on their 
anner ſhe 
ſhould think moſt conducive to her own advantages 


8 would 


would chearfully contribute thereto all I could; 
but that ſhe declines doing, as may appear by her 
| Letter to me of 7th of October, 1749, in the 
Words following. my not ſtirring in the Affair 
c as by proper Advice, and your putting it 
4 upon me, is not ſo well thought of by Many, 

c as you think of it yourſel. _ | 


When I confider her Conduct to me, in every 
reſpect, ſince the Day after my Marriage, and 
how much ſhe is under the Dominion of inordi- 
nate Paſſion ; the Impetuoſity of which has fre- 
quently carried her into outrdgeous » Madneſs : 
When I conſider the Sordidneſs and Avaritiouſ- 
neſs of her Temper; when I confider that the 
People who have voluntarily Sworn the Affidavits 
I fend you, can have no Motive in Life for their 
ſo doing but from a Principle of Juſtice, and to 
prevent any evil that might ariſe hereafter from 

hee wicked Deſigns; and, when I further conſi- 
der the unkind uſe ſhe made of Poiſon to deſtroy 
my Dogs, merely becauſe they coſt me Money, 
and were fond of me; and'laſtly, when I conſider, 
that my Death, laſt Spring, for Reaſons before 
mentioned, would have enriched her and her 
Confederates, more than if it had happened at any 
other Time before or fince; I am not itted 
even to doubt of her Guilt, however, I wiſh to 
ſee her Innocence made apparent. Thus, Sir, have 
I I related without the dreſs of Language or Orna- 
ments of Rhetorick, not a ſyllable but matters of 
Fact, and much more 'xqually bad and Diſhoneſt 
I could relate. But this at preſent may ſuffice, 
and if upon the whole my Conduct ſhall be juſ- 
tified in your Opinion, I ſhall eſteem it a par- 
ticular Happineſs, - 255 25 


* 
* 5 


; „ 
. Oftober the 0th, | 
1749: 38 
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